	SUBJECT: Language Arts (Reading, Listening and Viewing) 

UNIT: Novel Study on Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
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	GRADE: 3 & 4
(Odd year)
	DURATION OF UNIT: (Feb.-June)
	TEACHER:


	

	FAITH FOCUS:
· We honor God when we choose to reflect and respond to what we read in ways that help us grow in faith, learning, and service.

	

	MoE BIG IDEAS:
· Language and text can be a source of creativity and joy
· Exploring stories and other texts help us understand ourselves and make connections to others and to the world.

	BIG GUIDING QUESTION/SMART GOAL:
· How can we honor God when we read, reflect, and respond to a variety of texts?
· How can stories be used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers?

	KEY VOCABULARY:
· concerned, exception, fortunate, congregation, hollering, hind, peculiar, irritating, trustworthy, whimpering, barreling, intend, refresh, ignorant, dramatic, sensation, melancholy, tragedies, convinced, amuse, complicated, plumb, myths, creeping

	

	CORE COMPETENCIES: Social Awareness and Responsibility
· I can be aware of others and my surroundings.
· In familiar settings, I can interact with others and my surroundings respectfully.
· I can interact with others and the environment respectfully and thoughtfully.
· I can take purposeful action to support others and the environment.
· I can advocate and take action for my communities and the natural world. I expect to make a difference.
· I can initiate positive, sustainable change for others and the environment.

	ANTI-BULLYING/HARASSMENT FOCUS
· During this novel study we will focus on the themes of friendship and kindness. We will emphasize the importance of friends in our lives and how to be a kind and loyal friend. We will talk a lot about the importance of always being kind and accepting even if we don’t agree with or get along with someone.

	FIRST PEOPLES PRINCIPLES OF LEARNING/VALUING DIVERSITY:
· Learning ultimately supports the well-being of self, family, community, land, and those who came before us.
· Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story.
· Learning involves patience and time.

	

	SUPPORTING NAD STANDARDS: (See appendix for full NAD & BC correlations)
· Key Ideas and Details: LA.5.RL.1 Quote from the text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences (RL.5.1) LA.5.
· Key Ideas and Details: RL.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters respond to challenges or how the speaker reflects upon a topic; summarize the text (RL.5.2)
· Key Ideas and Details: LA.5.RL.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama (RL.5.3) Key Ideas and Details: LA.5.RL.4 Skim for an overview; scan to find specific information
· Craft and Structure: LA.5.RL.5 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in context, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes (RL.5.4)
· Craft and Structure: LA.5.RL.6 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem (RL.5.5)
· Craft and Structure: LA.5.RL.7 Explain how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described (RL.5.6)

	

	CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES: (Direct from MoE Learning Outcomes)
	CONTENT: (Direct from MoE Learning Outcomes)

	Using oral, written, visual, and digital texts, students are expected individually and collaboratively to be able to:

Comprehend and connect (reading, listening, viewing) Grade 3
· Read fluently at grade level
· Use sources of information and prior knowledge to make meaning
· Make connections between ideas from a variety of sources and prior knowledge to build understanding
· Use developmentally appropriate reading, listening, and viewing strategies to make meaning
· Recognize how different texts reflect different purposes.
· Engage actively as listeners, viewers, and readers, as appropriate, to develop understanding of self, identity, and community
· Explain the role that story plays in personal, family, and community identity
· Use personal experience and knowledge to connect to text and make meaning
· Recognize the structure and elements of story
· Show awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to family and community
· Develop awareness of how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to land
Grades 4

· Access information and ideas from a variety of sources and from prior knowledge to build understanding
· Use a variety of comprehension strategies before, during, and after reading, listening, or viewing to guide inquiry and deepen understanding of text
· Consider different purposes, audiences, and perspectives in exploring texts
· Apply a variety of thinking skills to gain meaning from texts
· Identify how differences in context, perspectives, and voice influence meaning in texts
· Use personal experience and knowledge to connect to text and develop understanding of self, community, and world
· Respond to text in personal and creative ways
· Recognize how literary elements, techniques, and devices enhance meaning in texts
· Show an increasing understanding of the role of organization in meaning
· Demonstrate awareness of the oral tradition in First Peoples cultures and the purposes of First Peoples texts
· Identify how story in First Peoples cultures connects people to land
· Recognize the role of language in personal, social, and cultural identity

	Students are expected to know the following:

Grade 3

Story/Text
· elements of story
· functions and genres of stories and other texts
· text features
· literary elements and devices
· Strategies and processes
· reading strategies
· oral language strategies
· metacognitive strategies
· writing processes
· Language features, structures, and conventions
· features of oral language
· word patterns, word families
· legible handwriting
· sentence structure
· conventions

Grades 4

Story/text
· forms, functions, and genres of text
· text features
· literary elements
· literary devices
· sensory detail (e.g., imagery) and figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile)
· evidence

Strategies and processes/text
· reading strategies
· using contextual clues; using phonics and word structure; visualizing; questioning; predicting; previewing text; summarizing; making inferences
· oral language strategies
· focusing on the speaker, asking questions to clarify; listening for specifics, expressing opinions, speaking with expression, staying on topic, taking turns
· metacognitive strategies
· talking and thinking about learning (e.g., through reflecting, questioning, goal setting, self-evaluating) to develop awareness of self as a reader and as a writer

Writing processes may include revising, editing, considering audience

Language features, structures, and conventions
· features of oral language
· paragraph structure
· sentence structure and grammar
· conventions

	

	DAILY LESSON ACTIVITIES: Sept-January
	ASSESSMENT & EVIDENCE:
	SUPPORTING RESOURCES:

	Week 1
· Chapter 1 & QuickWrite
· Chapter 2 & Comprehension
· Chapter 3 & Analysis
· Chapters 1-3 Vocabulary
Week 2
· Chapter 4 & QuickWrite
· Chapter 5 & Comprehension
· Chapter 6 & Analysis
· Chapters 4-6 Vocabulary
Week 3
· Chapter 7 & QuickWrite
· Chapter 8 & Comprehension
Week 4
· Chapter 9 & Analysis
· Chapters 7-9 Vocabulary
Week 5
· Chapter 10 & QuickWrite
· Chapter 11 & Comprehension
Week 6
· Chapter 12 & Analysis
· Chapters 10-12 Vocabulary
Week 7
· Chapter 13 & QuickWrite
· Chapter 14 & Comprehension
Week 8
· Chapter 15 & Analysis
· Chapters 13-15 Vocabulary
Week 9
· Chapter 16 & QuickWrite
· Chapter 17 & Comprehension
Week 10
· Chapter 18 & Analysis
· Chapters 16-18 Vocabulary
Week 11
· Chapter 19 & QuickWrite
· Chapter 20 & Comprehension 
Week 12
· Chapter 21 & Analysis
· Chapter 22 & Vocabulary
Week 13
· Chapter 23 & QuickWrite
· Chapter 24 & Comprehension
Week 14
· Chapter 25 & Analysis
· Chapter 26 & Vocabulary
Week 15
· Questions & Answers
· Themes & Lessons
Week 16
· Main Events
· Cause & Effect
Week 17
· Character notes
· Character Quotes
· 10 Things
· Figurative Language
Week 18
· Similes
· Metaphors
· Personiﬁcation
· Dear Diary
	· Conferencing, Discussion, Graphic Organizers, Response Logs, Journals, Observations, Projects, Questions, Pair/Share, Retellings, Response Cards, Readers Theater, Reading Portfolios, Running Records, Informal Reading Inventory
	· Because of Winn Dixie, by Kate DiCamillo
· Because of Winn Dixie Novel Study by Nothing but Class

	INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT IDEAS: (ELL and IEP students)
· Students who require extra support in reading will be supported by our classroom EA in a pull-out program, in class support, and a specialized Lexia reading support program. Novels, assignment types and length will be adapted as necessary to meet the needs of each student.

	ENRICHMENT AND EXTENSION IDEAS: (Students meeting level 4 on proficiency scales)
· Our class has a library in the back corner of our classroom. The books are of varied reading levels from easier to much harder than the novel we are doing as a class. Students are encouraged to choose from these for their silent reading time, but they are also encouraged to visit the local library and check out books there for enrichment reading.

	

	PROFICIENCY SCALE for Unit

	Score 4.0
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught.
The student CAN:


	Score 3.0
	The student demonstrates mastery of class-level skills and processes with no major errors or omissions. 
The student CAN:


	Score 2.0
	The student demonstrates mastery of all basic skills and processes and partial mastery of the higher-level skills and processes with no major errors or omissions.
The student CAN:


	Score 1.0
	The student requires help to partially complete class-level skills and processes and some of the more complex ideas and processes.
The student CAN:
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