	SUBJECT: Language Arts (Writing, speaking, representing)
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	GRADE: 3 & 4
	DURATION OF UNIT: (Sept. – June.)
	TEACHER: 

	

	FAITH FOCUS:
· We honor God when we choose to reflect and respond to what we read in ways that help us grow in faith, learning, and service.

	

	MoE BIG IDEAS:
· Language and text can be a source of creativity and joy
· Exploring stories and other texts help us understand ourselves and make connections to others and to the world.

	BIG GUIDING QUESTION/SMART GOAL:
· How can we honor God when we read, reflect, and respond to a variety of texts?
· How can stories be used to instruct, inspire, and entertain listeners and readers?

	KEY VOCABULARY:
· Nouns, genres, character, plot, setting, conflict, theme, story, text, literary, evidence, strategies, paragraph, predictions, legends, possessive nouns, verbs, punctuation, contractions, adjectives, and syllables: plus all spelling lists

	

	CORE COMPETENCIES: Social Awareness and Responsibility
· I can be aware of others and my surroundings.
· In familiar settings, I can interact with others and my surroundings respectfully.
· I can interact with others and the environment respectfully and thoughtfully.
· I can take purposeful action to support others and the environment.
· I can advocate and take action for my communities and the natural world. I expect to make a difference.
· I can initiate positive, sustainable change for others and the environment.

	ANTI-BULLYING/HARASSMENT FOCUS:
· During the school year we will focus on the themes of friendship and kindness. We will emphasize the importance of friends in our lives and how to be kind and respectful friends. We will talk a lot about the importance of always being kind and accepting even if we don’t agree with or get along with someone.

	FIRST PEOPLES PRINCIPLES OF LEARNING/AWARENESS:
· Learning ultimately supports the well-being of self, family, community, land, and those who came before us.
· Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story
· Learning involves patience and time

	

	SUPPORTING NAD STANDARDS:

Grade 3 Phonics and Word Recognition
· LA.3.RF.1 Know the meaning of common prefixes and derivational suffixes; decode words with common Latin suffixes; decode multisyllabic words; read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words
· (RF.3.3) Fluency LA.3.RF.2 Read on-level text with purpose and understanding; read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression
· (RF.3.4a-b) LA.3.RF.3 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary
· (RF.3.4c) LA.3.RF.4 Use silent reading strategies

Grade 4 Phonics and Word Recognition
· LA.4.RF.1 Use letter-sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read unfamiliar multisyllabic words both in and out of context (RF.4.3)
· Fluency LA.4.RF.2 Read on-level text with purpose and understanding; read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression (RF.4.4a-b)
· LA.4.RF.3 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and understanding, rereading as necessary (RF.4.4c)
LA.4.RF.4 Use silent reading strategies

	

	CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES: (Direct from MoE Learning
Outcomes)
	CONTENT: (Direct from MoE Learning Outcomes)

	Using oral, written, visual, and digital texts, students are expected individually and collaboratively to be able to:
Create and communicate (writing, speaking, representing) 

Grades 3
· Exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding
· Create stories and other texts to deepen awareness of self, family, and community
· Plan and create a variety of communication forms for diﬀerent purposes and audiences
· Communicate using sentences and most conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar, and punctuation
· Develop and apply expanding word knowledge
· Explore and appreciate aspects of First Peoples oral traditions
Use oral storytelling processes

Grade 4
· Exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding
· Use writing and design processes to plan, develop, and create texts for a variety of purposes and audiences
· Use language in creative and playful ways to develop style
· Communicate in sentences and paragraphs, applying conventions of Canadian spelling, grammar, and punctuation
· Develop and apply expanding word knowledge
· Use oral storytelling processes
· Transform ideas and information to create original texts

	Students are expected to know the following:

Grade 3:

Story/Text
· elements of story
· functions and genres of stories and other texts
· text features
· literary elements and devices
· Strategies and processes
· reading strategies
· oral language strategies
· metacognitive strategies
· writing processes
· Language features, structures, and conventions
· features of oral language
· word patterns, word families
· legible handwriting
· sentence structure
· conventions

Grade 4:

Story/text
· forms, functions, and genres of text
· text features
· literary elements
· literary devices
· sensory detail (e.g., imagery) and figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile)
· evidence

Strategies and processes/text
· reading strategies
· using contextual clues; using phonics and word structure; visualizing; questioning; predicting; previewing text; summarizing; making inferences
· oral language strategies
· focusing on the speaker, asking questions to clarify; listening for specifics, expressing opinions, speaking with expression, staying on topic, taking turns
· metacognitive strategies
· talking and thinking about learning (e.g., through reflecting, questioning, goal setting, self-evaluating) to develop awareness of self as a reader and as a writer

Writing processes may include revising, editing, considering audience

Language features, structures, and conventions
· features of oral language
· paragraph structure
· sentence structure and grammar
· conventions

	

	DAILY LESSON ACTIVITIES:
	ASSESSMENT & EVIDENCE:
	SUPPORTING RESOURCES:

	Daily lessons are continued throughout the year. 

September
· Silent reading: Students spend an allotted amount of time at the beginning of LA class to read quietly to themselves. After they ﬁnish reading, students complete a reading report on the book they read
· Written report
· Oral report (present to class on Friday)
· Journal Writing: Each week, students write in their Journals. They are given a topic to write about. They independently write & draw a picture to illustrate their writing
· Reading Assessments: Reading A-Z assessments are performed to determine which reading level the student is at
· Grammar
· Nouns
· Introduction to nouns (person, place, thing)
· Activities/Assignments
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Students give a presentation to the class about the book they read
· Legends
· Discussions surrounding how people make sense of the world we live in
· Reading legends & stories	
	Assessment methods are continued throughout the year.
· Journals (students write independently)
· Spelling tests every week starting in October
· Teacher observation
· Explode the Code workbooks
· Grammar lessons
· RazKids – students level up in their reading by reading books with reading comprehension quizzes
· Reading levels are tested during the year (Reading A-Z levels)
· Silent reading & reading reports
· Novel study: Charlotte’s Web and Winn-Dixie
· Reading
· Assignments
· Oral language

Students are expected to know the following
· Elements of a story(Character, plot, setting, conﬂict and theme)
· Story and text
· -forms, functions, and genres of text
· -text features
· -literary elements
· -literary devices
· -evidence
	Methods are continued throughout the year.
· Journals
· Spelling tests
· Explode the Code workbooks
· Grammar lessons
· RazKids
· Poems
· Legends

Novel study: Charlotte’s Web and Winn-Dixie
· Reading
· Assignments
· Oral language

Fantasy:
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n_
· cqszvdTqk
· Possessive nouns:
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jU
· rAmgvy6RU

Nouns:
· https://www.youtube.com/w atch?v=CfOnqkml_1c

Benchmark Assessment #1

	October
· Silent reading
· Journal Writing
· Reading Assessments
· Explode the Code
· Spelling Tests
· Grammar
· Common & Proper Nouns
· Possessive Nouns
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Legends
· Thanksgiving Theme
	· Strategies and processes
· -reading strategies
· -oral language strategies
· -metacognitive strategies
· -writing processes
· Language features, structures, and conventions
· -features of oral language
· -paragraph structure
· -sentence structure and grammar
· -conventions
· -legible handwriting
· -word patterns, word families
· (Carried throughout the year Sept-June)
	· Possessive Singular Nouns - YouTube

	November
· Silent reading
· Journal Writing
· Explode the Code
· Spelling Tests
· Grammar
· Possessive Nouns
· Pronouns
· Punctuation
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Legends
· Legends: Northern Lights
	
	

	December
· Silent reading
· Journal Writing
· Explode the Code
· Spelling Tests
· Writing Letters
· Grammar
· Verbs
· Punctuation
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Christmas Legends (Traditions)
· Christmas
· Writing Letters
· Sharing Christmas Traditions
	
	

	January 
· Silent reading 
· Journal Writing
· Explode the Code
· Spelling Tests
· Grammar
· Verbs
· Punctuation
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Legends
· Tests and Goals
· Look at CAT tests
· New Year – Goal setting (writing). What things did you discover last year?
	
	· Benchmark Assessment (#2)

	February
· Silent reading
· Journal Writing
· Explode the Code
· Spelling Tests
· Grammar
· Verbs
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Legends
	
	

	March
· Silent reading
· Journal Writing
· Spring Break
· Explode the Code
· Spelling Tests
· Grammar
· Contractions
· Adjectives
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Legends
	
	

	April
· Silent reading
· Journal Writing
· Focus on Easter
· Explode the Code
· Spelling Tests
· Grammar
· Adjectives
· Syllables
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Legends
· Easter writing
· Story Writing
· (Linked with Socials: Totem poles)
· CAT 4 Testing
	
	· Syllables watch: Scratch Garden
· Benchmark Assessment (#3)

	May
· Silent reading
· Journal Writing
· Explode the Code
· Spelling Tests
· Grammar
· Compound sentences
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Legends
· Story Writing
· Parts
· Story map
· Rough drafts
· Final copy
· Mother’s Day
	
	· Story writing
· Watch:
· Scratch Garden - The 5 W’s Song
· Scratch Garden - Plot Mountain!
· Scratch Garden - The Parts of a Book Song

	June
· Silent reading
· Journal Writing
· Explode the Code
· Spelling Tests
· Grammar
· Catch up
· Oral Language
· Reading reports
· Legends
· Father’s Day
· End of year writing activities (reﬂections, goals achieved, summer)
	
	· 

	

	INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT IDEAS: (ELL and IEP students)
· Students who require extra support in reading will be supported by our classroom EA in a pull-out program, in class support, and a specialized Lexia reading support program. Novels, assignment types and length will be adapted as necessary to meet the needs of each
student.

	ENRICHMENT AND EXTENSION IDEAS: (Students meeting level 4 on proficiency scales)
· Our class has a library in the back corner of our classroom. The books are of varied reading levels from easier to much harder than the novel we are doing as a class. Students are encouraged to choose from these for their silent reading time, but they are also encouraged to visit the local library and check out books there for enrichment reading.

	

	UNIT PROFICIENCY SCALE for Unit

	Score 4.0 Extending
	In addition to score 3.0 performance, the student demonstrates in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond what was taught. Student demonstrates exceptional conceptual understanding through innovative transference of knowledge and skills to situations not already modeled and practiced. Student not only fully grasps concepts but can teach them to others.

	Score 3.0 Proficient
	The student demonstrates mastery of class-level skills and processes with no major errors or omissions. Student demonstrates conceptual understanding through transference of knowledge and skills to situations not already modeled and practiced.
Works independently most of the time.

	Score 2.0 Developing
	Student demonstrates partial understanding by applying knowledge and skills to situations similar to those previously modeled and practiced. Requires a significant amount of teacher support to achieve success.

	Score 1.0 Emerging
	The student demonstrates limited understanding and attempts to apply knowledge and skills to situations the same as those modeled and practiced. Requires a lot of teacher support with limited success.
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