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OVERVIEW

There are students in SDA schools in BC who require more in-depth assessment than the school can
provide locally in order to give the teachers and administrators relevant information to help provide
better educational programming for the student and to assist in the possibility of obtaining
supplemental inclusive education funding.

RATIONALE
This policy has been developed to assist teachers and school administrators in making applications for
available funding to help facilitate student assessment.

POLICY

Beginning July 1, 2024, the Seventh-day Adventist Church (British Columbia Conference) Office of
Education (SDABCOE) will underwrite 35% of the cost of professional assessment, up to a maximum of
$900 for an eligible student. The local school must apply to receive these funds using the process
explained in this document.

ELIGIBLE TYPES OF TESTING

This program is primarily to provide funding for psycho-educational assessments. However, there is the
possibility of necessary initial speech-language, occupational, or physical therapy assessments being
funded through this initiative.

IDENTIFICATION OF STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
Adventist schools under the SDABCOE will use the following process to identify the students for whom
schools may receive funding for a necessary assessment.

1. Student has been referred to an In-School Review Committee (ISRC) or SBT

a) Documentation of this process has been supplied to the Office of Education. Minutes of the
ISRC meetings, IEP meetings, or a signed copy of the IEP will suffice

b) The SDABCOE “Inclusive Education Assessment Funding Request” form has been
completed by the parents, teachers, and local school administrator and forwarded to the
Office of Education.

2. Student has been assessed at the school/local level by one or more of the following:

a) CAT4 (orsimilar) norms-based achievement testing indicating that the student has
significant challenges

b) An assessment by a qualified level-B assessor using an SDABCOE-approved testing
instrument (WIAT4-Candian or similar) with results indicating a two-stanine or greater
variation from the norm

c) Current (with 24 months) medical documentation relevant to the student’s academic or
behavioural functioning

d) Significant documentation of long-term emotional or behavioural difficulty

3. Student has documentation of longevity in the SDABC school system.

a) Documented evidence of continuance the following year in the SDABC system, including
completed application for enroliment for the following school year and entrance fee paid for
the following year

b) A student moving from one SDABC school to another would be eligible for funding.
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STUDENT INELIGIBILITY
The following students are ineligible for the purposes of this funding:

1.

2.

Students who currently qualify for supplemental funding from the MOE, as grant monies may be
used for required re-testing.
Students who do not qualify for government grants (i.e. international students)

ASSESSOR ACCEPTABILITY
The assessor used to provide the assessment must be approved by the SDABCOE. The following
conditions must be met by the assessor:

1.

For psychological assessments, the assessor must provide proof of membership in good and
regular standing in one of the following provincial associations:

a) College of Psychologists of British Columbia or Alberta

b) British Columbia Association of School Psychologists

For medical assessments (Speech/Language, Occupational Therapy/Physiotherapy) the assessor
must provide proof of membership in good and regular standing in the applicable provincial (BC)
professional association.

The assessor must provide documentation of WCB or equivalent coverage if assessment is to be
done on school property

The school must submit a written estimate from the assessor detailing the cost of the
assessment.

FUNDING FORMULA
The SDABCOE payment (according to policy) will be paid to the school, not to the parent/family nor to
the assessor. Schools are encouraged to arrange with the parents to split the remaining cost of the

assessment.
CHECKLIST
See “Inclusive Education Assessment Funding Request” documents to apply for financial assistance for
assessment:
[1  Minutes of ISRC/IEP meeting OR signed copy of IEP
[] Inclusive Education Assessment Funding Request form
[1 Norms-based assessment scores OR medical documentation OR documentation of long-term
emotional/behavioural functioning
[J Evidence of application form and fee payment for following school year
[]  Written financial estimate from a qualified assessor
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